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read and write poetry because we are members of the 

human race. And the human race is filled with 
passion. And medicine, law, business, engineering, 

these are noble pursuits and necessary to sustain life.  
But poetry, beauty, romance, love, these are what we 

stay alive for.” 

- Dead Poets Society
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Ink is Black. Paper is White. Issues are mostly Grey because they exhibit 
thoughts of our grey matter. Hence, our name. Worry not, our thoughts 
and words are colourful.  

BLACK | Grey | WHITE is an online Magazine which plans to launch an 
Issue every month.  

Our magazine is a montage of poetry, write-ups, illustrations, artworks and 
just about anything. We aim to spread positivity through awareness and 
gain experience along with it. 

Feel free to submit whatever you want to. We encourage all types of 
submissions. 

You can read check out our Blog to join our team or read the submission 
guidelines or just to support us. 

Blog: www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com 

Facebook: BLACK | Grey | WHITE 

Instagram/Twitter: @blackgreywhitemagazine 

Thank you for supporting us! 

Thank you for believing in us! 

Love 

BLACK | Grey | WHITE 

http://www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com
http://www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com
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Greetings, Readers! 

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Either write something worth reading or do something 
worth writing.” 

BLACK | Grey | WHITE aims to kill two birds with one stone. We are a magazine filled 
with some amazing people willing to use our talent to leave our mark on the world or at 
least, those who read our magazine. Even if a single person who reads what we write and 
portray is impacted, we will have done something amazing. Thus, we will have contributed 
to a cause greater than ourselves. 

The power that the youth hold is so strong that it can be used to create impact that the 
other generations could not create. In recent years, we have noticed that the youth have 
stepped out of the comfort zones that previous generations were not able to step out of 
because of certain reasons. But given the resources and ideas that we have access to, a lot 
can be done to create a positive impact on this world if we put our minds to it. 

BLACK | Grey | WHITE aims to be a magazine and a platform accessible to everyone. We 
encourage all types of talents and expressions of thoughts.  

As the Editor-In-Chief, it is my job to make sure that every form of Art, be writing or 
photography, has the desired effect over the reader and that our message is conveyed in a 
way that is appreciated by everyone. I aim to make this as impactful as I can by using my 
own thoughts and creativity to make it a success. 

Hoping that whatever we do is appreciated and we thank everyone for their support. 

Thank you for believing in us!

From the Editor’s Desk



Saleha Siddiqui 
Founder and Editor-In-Chief

From the Editor’s Desk
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A very warm welcome to all you readers! 

We are very excited to bring forth the latest issue of our magazine and are grateful to 
everyone taking out time to read it. 

Through BLACK | Grey | WHITE, we aim to reach the youth and spread positive 
vibes and awareness by gathering and creating content that many people could relate 
to. We aim to promote reading and understanding each other’s viewpoints through 
written thoughts, to create sparks of curiosity and wonder through art and poetry, 
just to touch your heart and revive the beauty of expression in this manner.  
In our busy lives, I believe, if we take out time to read a little, appreciate art and try 
to understand the power of emotions through poetry, we might strike a chord 
somewhere, find a place of sense and peace of mind, and a stage which could create 
a powerful impact upon our developing minds in the most fun and accessible way 
possible. 

Thomas Merton rightly says that “Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves 
at the same time”.  

We created this platform to promote bright and colourful ideas in the grey matter of 
our brains, and through this we aim to tap into new understandings, explore 
ambiguities and to meet new people who are equally enthusiastic about art. 

Being the Editor-In-Chief, I want to do my best to convert my ideas into a reality and 
through your support, we will keep creating better content in the future and 
discovering a lot of untapped potential.  

Happy reading! 



Exclusive: 
Enactus, JMI

Hashmat Naiyareen

Enactus is a community of students, academic and business 
leaders committed to using the power of entrepreneurial 

actions to transform lives.  

Get to know more about its Chapter in Jamia Millia Islamia in 
an exclusive interview conducted by our Sub-Editor Hashmat 

Naiyareen.
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When was Enactus JMI started, and by whom? 

Sarthak: The inception of Enactus JMI was paved in August, 2015. We all had our 
interviews. Setu Ahuja and Srinjay Poddar are the Founders. 
Madiha: Both of them were from business backgrounds.  
Sarthak: Yeah, Setu was from BBS, and Srinjay from B.Com. 
So, this is the third year now, and the journey has been a long one in the terms of 
how far we have come. Also, this will be the third time that we would be 
representing Enactus Jamia Millia Islamia in the Nationals. 

What does Enactus do? And, how many members does the JMI Chapter 
currently have? 

Madiha: (happily smiles) More than 90, almost 100 now. Presently, I think it's 93. 
Sarthak: The name, ‘Enactus’ has a great meaning behind it. ‘EN’ stands for 
Entrepreneurial, ‘ACT’ for Action, and ‘US’ for all of us. It's basically 
Entrepreneurial Action for all of Us. Enactus tries to bridge the gap between 
market and community and teach them entrepreneurial skills to help them excel 
in their business. When you combine the three words, you target Social 
Entrepreneurship, along with developing entrepreneurial skills in a person or 
community. So, when you are a part of Enactus, you learn how to create and 
implement a project, not just for yourself but also for the people who have to work 
on the project. They have to sustain themselves by learning how to deal with the 
business terms. Along with that, a person becomes all the more responsible as 
they are helping others develop a sense of responsibility regarding any given task. 
So, that's why it is beneficial for a person to join Enactus during his or her college 
life after seeing the way that it works. 
Madiha: We try to make them independent. The community members are 
involved with us. So, we don’t make dramatic statements saying that we'll teach 
them or make them do stuff. Rather, we are like a partner to them, so that once 
they are own their own, they are able to rely on themselves as individuals, as 
entrepreneurs. There's no middle-man, here. It's a one to one connection.  
Sarthak: Exactly, and this connection is necessary because people have lost their 
relationship with the community. We take one community at a time. Obviously, 
we are students, so it takes time to develop an entire community. 
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What makes Enactus unique, and not just any non-profit organisation?  

Sarthak: See, unlike many NGOs, we don't loiter around the idea of a tenure. We 
don't map strategies based on how fast we are with our work because the quality of 
our work is essential to us. This process is a two-way process that helps the 
community, and also instigates that growth in the student. Irrespective of what 
course you are pursuing, you learn from that experience. You will come to know 
that there's a business model, there's the community model, there's an exit strategy 
and a way to deal with officials from the corporate world. There are plans meant 
solely to create buzz in one's college, like meeting up with you guys. So, there are a 
lot of personality build up activities that helps a person to grow on an individual 
level and community level. 

In what ways has Enactus brought about a change in society?  

Madiha: We are involved with many communities. Some of them are women from 
Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh. They were skilled in Crochet. Their skill was not utilised 
because of the dominance of machine-made goods and the Chinese good in the 
market; nobody was actually using the hand-woven stuff. So, we targeted them and 
we used their skill. Instead of cotton threads, we introduced plastic yarn to them, 
from which they make mattresses now. By easily selling these mattresses, they have 
started earning more money using their skills.  
We also started targeting many students who are underprivileged, and unknown to 
facilities of Aadhaar Card. We are not saying that there are no policies, but these 
policies are not utilised by these communities because of communication gap and 
lack of awareness. 
We are also dealing with women from Jasola, the daily wage workers. We introduced 
the ‘Kerala Kan’ drink to them. We taught them how to make and sell it. It is an 
added employment for them now, helping them earn a little more than they did 
before.  
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Could you tell us about any notable events or workshops of the JMI chapter?  

Madiha: Recently, we had organised the National Volunteering Week. During that 
week, we organised various events like street plays, best-out-of-waste, redesigning -a-
location, calligraphy and just-a-minute. Many students came up with brilliant ideas. 
We have preserved those ideas and we plan to give it to our faculty advisors as a 
token of all the valuable advice they give us. Other than that, we performed a street 
play in the Tikri village on the theme of water conservation.  
Sarthak: Also, last year MASH Project came and visited Jamia, and they held a 
mentoring session conducted by Mr. Ajit Singh, an Ashokan Fellowship holder. 
The movie Lakshya was based on his life. Our students really gained a worthwhile 
experience during that session.  
We also went for the Nationals and won the Rookie League. It was a completely 
different for the first-time participants and our projects were considered the best. 
The projects were Project ‘Aarogyam’, a liquid soap made for the community 
members, and there was Project ‘Chetna’, the awareness campaign, and of course, 
Project Vasudha, a dual pot-based structure for preserving food.  
We also won major grand competitions, one from Bluedart, and the other from 
Mahindra, both amounting to around Rs 90,000. We couldn't crack the Nationals, 
but we did pretty good for starters. Since there were many teams over there with an 
experiences upto 10 years, emerging through a tough battle felt satisfying.  
Manish Sir and Zeeshan Sir, from Centre for Innovation have been our constant 
support in this journey. We really are grateful for their faith in us. Rihan Sir, our 
faculty advisor, has been there for us throughout. He also won the best faculty 
award from Enactus in the Nationals this year.  

What are the benefits of joining Enactus, apart from the motive to help the 
society?  

Madiha: You learn a lot. After a year, you feel like a changed person. I am from a 
literature background, so in the beginning it was difficult for me to learn the 
technical stuff but slowly, you learn a lot of things that you didn’t know you could. 
You learn how to interact with officials, which is relatively easier than interacting 
with the community. Interaction with the community is the most difficult part. We 
don’t know them and they don’t know us and combined with the language barrier,  
communication is the real challenge. They won't take you as a friend in one go. So, 
first we have to make them comfortable, by being very humble. So as a person, I  
have grown a lot and learnt to take up responsibility. You learn to cater 
professionalism along with personal priorities and strike a balance.  
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Sarthak, you being the President of Enactus JMI, how has the journey been for 
you personally?  

Sarthak: It was a very adventurous journey for me. I started as a member, then 
became the General Secretary, and now am the President. Along with all these 
posts, comes not only responsibilities but also, a lot of productive knowledge. I 
have seen so many struggles along with my team. We have seen our society on the 
verge of being closed down. We had to take it up, revive it back and bring the 
projects back to life. From seeing team members being very upset and hopeless to 
then being valued and cheerful, we all came together and motivated each other. 
Enactus has completely transformed me, because learn a lot when it comes to 
personality development. You grow in each aspect. Everyone belongs to different 
departments and they bring along bucketloads of ideas and personal experiences. 
With their diverse mindsets, we get to cherish the abundance of knowledge and get 
exposed to new ideas. 
An organisation is as good as the people who work for it. We are trying to make it 
as cooperative as possible, so that the students can grow on a personal level as well. 
It is not necessary that people stick with us to the very end but for  however 
duration of time that they are with us, we want them to grow and develop 
themselves. What I love about Enactus JMI today is all those who are working 
diligently are connected and bear team spirit. This is the third year, and now we 
feel stronger than ever. We have young people, bubbling with energy so, 
channelising their energy is very important. We are confident, now more than ever, 
because all those 93 members are hardworking, and enthusiastic about what they 
do. The trunk is now strong enough to survive itself. Now that I will be leaving 
along with other senior members, I believe that Enactus will be in good hands and 
I wish them all the best for their future. It's been a beautiful journey and this year 
was the best year of my Enactus journey.  

To know more about them, visit: 

https://enactusjmi.org
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Some would call him emotionless. Some might even label him as a sadist, 
but I know the boy, I've seen his inner-self naked and vulnerable. I've felt 
the walking epitome of grief that he is. His only fault is that he has become 
detached. He falls just as easily as he gets up and moves on. That boy is 
agile. That boy needs to learn how to stay, how to find peace in stillness, 
how to become stagnant and love it! But volcanoes would rather erupt 
enraged than be dormant and keep their guilt forever. It's hard for him to 
keep his head straight witnessing the beauties of this world but he doesn't 
accept the consequences that come with beauty. He doesn't forgive easily 
because he was once such beauty that the world overlooked but never 
forgave

Agile
Manya Chaudhary
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“Rang Barse”
Sagarika 
Debnath









"See, Nakul has made such a beautiful painting." 
I was five when it all started. 

While the kids of my age barely knew 
How to colour within the lines, 

I used watercolour to paint my imaginations. 
I coloured the way I hoped the world was; 
My brush stroked the unseen I wished for. 

I drew, I sketched, I painted, I designed 
And from then on, 

I didn't know what else I had to live by. 
I was fifteen when my painting was showcased 

In an art gallery for the first time. 
I was sixteen when 

People crowded to buy a craft of mine. 
I was seventeen when local newspapers wanted to, 

Feature me as the most talented child.  
But it all started fading when I turned nineteen, 

People seemed no longer interested in my paintings. 
"Your magic is lost Nakul. 

Try hard. I know you'll be able to resume." 
My mother always said. 

Shreya Gupta

What You Are!
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But I knew the struggle I was facing, 
The colours which had accompanied me since childhood 

Now had started suffocating me. 
They were everywhere. 

Trees, houses, earth, universe. 
The hue of each object was piercing my eyes 

As if telling me, "You're a loser. Better not even try." 
Frantically, I just ran all around 

While many had already tagged me a lune. 
Light was scary, and I ran and ran 

Until got myself secured in my small, dark room. 
It was all black. 

I could see nothing, but peace penetrating my mind. 
The voices calling me a failure were slowly subsiding, 

And a ray from within was sparkling. 
The huge place where I had reached 

Was now at absolute risk. 
But I seemed to care for none. 

All I knew was, 
Break is needed to everyone. 

My talent cannot stay intact forever, 
But no one can separate from me, the painter. 

In the dark room with no colour, 
I decided to stroke whatever I willed, 

Not what suits the others. 
And that's when I realised, 

You will come to know who you actually are, 
The moment you stop caring what you already are. 
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How Poetry Is Born
Hassan Saeed

When my mind stops working, and I feel 
nothing for a moment, 
Then Poetry happens - 

- I write about the thing I used to whisper 
into my bones. 

- I write about those similar stars 
appearing so close, but were lightyears 

apart. 
- I write about the night in which she gave 

me the right amount of desperation. 
- I write about it all 

Because poetry knows how to embody the 
delicacy of my feelings,  

that a person 'me' can't ventilate, and  
Once my true words lay on that barren 

lines 
I as a P o e t  or an  A u t h o r;  
I as a W r i t e r  write a poem; 
In a thousand different ways,  

with a million different emotions,  
holding freckles like sparks,  

just to unveil the magic of my atoms. 
Because the world of a poet is made up of 

too many heeds and as - 
A POET | An AUTHOR | A WRITER 

I fancy nothing but a pen, an empty sheet, 
and 

An immense span of time. 
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A Sea that gives you 
Freshness

If you are stuck in the life of material- 
Full of achievements, 
Yet devoid of something real; 
If you are lost in the world of 
everything- 
That has best of all, 
Yet lacks the solace thing; 
Turn away from the current path, 
On the beach- spend hours of 
sunbath 
And take a dive into the Sea; 

If you have lost the sight of future, 
And have nothing to nurture- 
Walk towards the Sea 
And watch your life filling with glee; 
If you have lost the feelings altogether 
And don't know how to get a little 
happier, 
Walk towards the Sea, allow the waves 
to kiss your feet- 
And watch them take away your life's 
heat; 

If you wish to embrace your soul 
And reach the spiritual serenity, 
Turn towards this piece full of beauty 
And allow it to make you whole; 
If you wish to learn about life's going 
way, 
Near the Sea, spend a day- 
Talk with it like a friend- 
About the love and chaos in you, 
About the colours, Red, Yellow and 
Blue, 
And watch the pain making its way 
towards the end. 

Tanvi Taparia
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Direct the 
Bueries
20 Zoya Azmi





Art Journal #6:

Noor Unnahar
Juvairiah Khan
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My fingers scroll down, 
Even though I know I should stop 

them. 
My eyes linger 

On smiling faces 
And smooth cheeks, 

On voluptuous bodies 
And fashionable clothes, 

On pointed heels 
And painted toes, 

On brimming glasses 
And clouded lenses, 

On flowing hair 
And sleek wrists, 

On big chests 
And short waists, 
On perfect teeth 
And pouted lips, 
On everything 

I can never have, 
On everything 

That doesn't even exist, 
Because the flap of a camera 

Is a god, 
Because the editing software 

Is a god, 
Because the artificial light 

Is a god. 
They are the gods of another world, 

A perfect world, 

Devanshi Gupta

e Perfect World
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A world where imperfections 
Are swept under a blanket of glitter, 

A world where reality 
Is buried underneath fake shine. 

All I see 
Are the glossy masks. 

I don't see the 
Upturned lips 

Or the hated pimples; 
I don't see the  

Smudges 
Or the hanging fat; 

I don't see the  
Reality. 
I just see 

A fabrication, 
A mere fabrication, 
A weaving of lies, 

A projection of untruths. 
And I believe it all, 

And wallow in my ugliness. 
And I believe it all,  

And descend into the world of self 
hate.
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SUBMISSIONS
Contributors: 

Arinjay Bisht 

33



20 

“Halwa"
Arinjay Bisht
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Submission Guidelines 
We accept submissions of all sorts. Articles, Poetry, 
Photography, Comic Strips, Artworks, literally 
anything. We encourage all topics apart from Politics 
because it can cause conflict and we aim to spread 
positivity. 

To submit to us, send us an email on 
contactblackgreywhite@gmail.com with the subject as 
SUBMISSION: *Category*. For example, if you want 
to submit an artwork, the subject will be 
SUBMISSION: Artwork. 

We promise get back to you within two weeks and if 
we cannot publish your piece in our issue, we 
guarantee a feedback. 

For queries, contact us: 
contactblackgreywhite@gmail.com 

Check out our Blog: 
www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com 

Instagram/Twitter: @blackgreywhitemagazine

mailto:contactblackgreywhite@gmail.com
http://www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com
mailto:contactblackgreywhite@gmail.com
http://www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com


Thank you for believing in us!

For details or queries, contact us: 

contactblackgreywhite@gmail.com 

Blog: 
www.blackgreywhitemagazine.wordpress.com
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